Minutes of the Town board meeting of the Town of Ashland on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at the Town Hall in the Village of Wellsburg, NY at 7:30 p.m.

Board members present were Vern Robinson, Tessa Moore, Jack Bundy, Andrew gee and Chad McDonald.  Others present were: Clerk Kimberly Tuttle, Attorney Kim Middaugh, Fred Roberts, Leon Tuttle, Malcolm Coles, Rodney Strange, John and Jerry McDonald, Lisa and Tasha McDonald.

*At the 2012 Organizational meeting Chad McDonald was appointed as board member to fill the vacancy left by James VanGalder.  The choices for appointment were Chad and Raymond Hodge.  The board unanimously agreed to appoint Chad due to his attendance at the workshops and the monthly town meetings.  Chad, also, took the initiative of mailing out fliers for his campaign.*

The meeting was opened with the salute to the flag.

Motion was made by Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Gee, to sign and accept the contract with the Chemung County SPCA in the amount of $5,932.50 for the calendar year of 2012.  Carried.

Motion was made by Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Gee, moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as transcribed by the clerk.  Carried.

Ayes: Bundy, Gee, Moore, McDonald, Robinson                                                Nayes: None

Vern passed out a Sexual Harassment Policy to board members.  Tessa and Vern will be officers of contact for any problems.  We have not heard from the Code of Ethics on what we need to do to set up a Code of Ethics for the Town.
Website should be up and running by the end of the month.

Motion was made by Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Bundy, to accept the Fire contract from the Village of Wellsburg in the amount of $59,166.00.

Ayes: Moore, Bundy, Gee, McDonald, Robinson

Vern reminded that slush fund needs to be replenished.

Planning and Zoning vacancies from 2011 need to be filled.  (Jack did inform that the vacancies had been filled and approved in May of 2011).

Rodney Strange reported that the inter municipal agreement was approved; the bid was accepted to purchase machinery for creek repair and be shared among various towns. A qualified operator will run and maintain the machinery.  Also, voted on the sales tax to keep it as it has been in previous years.
Jack reported  on STEG annual meeting- Tom Santulli stated that 100% of property taxes go to unfunded mandates in addition to 25% more than our sales tax.  Apartment occupancy in Chemung County is at limit.  Santulli and O’mara believe it is going to be too late for the gas industry in New York State. Also, reported that, Chemung County is doing well with sales tax and economically is flourishing.  Synthes has 400 employees and growing, Sykorski seems to think will be better in 2013 due to contracts they have out, CVS will be hiring more people in near future, CAF got a contract and will be hiring and the Horseheads Holding point has rail service and is looking bright. 
Fred reported new temporary bridge on Bentley Road; not sure when the County will put in a permanent bridge. 
New York City Assoc. of Towns training is in February 2012.  Vern and Tessa will be attending.

                                                                              RESOLUTION NO. 1

RESOLUTION TOWN OF ASHLAND TO SPONSOR EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION PROGRAM

Resolution by: Mr. Gee

Seconded by: Mr. McDonald

     RESOLVED,  that the town board has authorized Vern Robinson, Town Supervisor to sign the agreement to be a sponsor and for grants to be applied for by the Emergency Watershed Protection Program to repair damages caused by the storms and subsequent high water.

Ayes: Moore, Gee, Bundy, McDonald, Robinson                                        Nayes: None

                                                                             RESOLUTION NO. 2

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Resolution by: Mr. Robinson

Seconded by: Mrs. Moore

    RESOLVED, that the bills as audited by the Town Board and the same hereby are, audited, approved, and ordered paid to wit: Payroll 1-12 and checks# 709 thru 733 in a total of $40,695.74 on the General Abstract #1; and checks # 481 thru #494 in the amount of $12,168.26 on the Highway Abstract#1.
Ayes: Gee, Bundy, McDonald, Moore, Robinson                                           Nayes: None

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm by motion of Mr. Gee, seconded by Mr. Robinson.  Carried

Kimberly Tuttle

Town Clerk

